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September Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Tuesday 2
nd
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 4
th 

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Boreham 

Sunday 7
th
 Trinity 12  10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 9
th
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 10
th
  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 11
th 

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer

  at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 14
th
 Trinity 13 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Family Service- Pet Service 

Tuesday 16
th
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 18
th 

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 21
st
 Trinity 14 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 23
rd
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 24
th
  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 25
th 

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 

Sunday 28
th
 Trinity 15 10:00 am Sung Eucharist - Harvest Festival 

Tuesday 30
th
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

Maybe over the Summer 

holidays you had a chance to 

catch up on some relaxing 

reading? I wonder if, like me, you 

enjoy reading biographies? I 

guess it’s the twists and turns of 

a person’s life: their courage and 

cowardice, their triumphs or epic 

fails and how they navigate their 

way through it all that fascinates 

me. Perhaps it’s because I can 

wonder at how I would have 

coped in such a situation or 

perhaps it makes the person 

more real, more human. 
The Bible is full of stories of 

people and how faith works 

through their lives. It gives me 

encouragement that the people 

God used in the Bible are real, 

just like us. Yes, I like life stories! 
In the New Testament, we see 

Jesus choose twelve men to be 

his Disciples. They were quite a 

motley crew, but these men 

became the pioneering leaders 

of the New Testament Church. 

They were not without faults and 

shortcomings and interestingly, 

not one of the chosen twelve 

disciples was a scholar or rabbi. 

They had no extraordinary skills. 

Neither religious, nor refined, 

they were ordinary people, just 

like you and me. 
But God chose them for a 

purpose –to fan the flames of the 

gospel that would spread across 

the face of the earth and 

continue to burn through the 

centuries. He selected and used 

each of these regular men to 

carry out his exceptional plan. 
Here are some of the disciples. 

You may recognise aspects of 

yourself in their characters: 
Peter: Maybe we can identify 

with him and his impetuousness. 

One minute he was walking on 

water by faith, and the next he 

was sinking in doubts. Impulsive 

and emotional, Peter is best 

known for denying Jesus when 

the pressure was on. Even so, 

he was dearly loved by Christ, 

holding a special place among 

the twelve. 
Peter, often a spokesman, 

stands out in the Gospels. 
Andrew: He left John the 

Baptist to become the first 

follower of Jesus of Nazareth, 

but John didn’t mind. He knew 

his mission was to point people 

to the Messiah. Maybe like some 

of us, Andrew lived in the 

shadow of his more famous 

sibling, Simon Peter. Andrew led 

Peter to Christ then stepped into 

the background as his boisterous 

brother became a leader in the 

early church. The Gospels don’t 

tell us a great deal about 

Andrew, but, between the lines, 

we find a person who thirsted for 
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truth and found it in the living 

water of Jesus Christ. 
Levi–Matthew: Levi, who 

became the Apostle Matthew, 

was a customs official in 

Capernaum who taxed imports 

and exports based on his own 

judgement. The Jews hated him 

because he worked for Rome 

and betrayed his countrymen. 

But when Matthew the dishonest 

tax collector heard two words 

from Jesus, “Follow me”, he left 

everything and obeyed. Like us, 

he longed to be accepted and 

loved. Matthew recognised 

Jesus as someone worth 

sacrificing for. 
Thomas: This Apostle is often 

referred to as ‘Doubting Thomas’ 

because he refused to believe 

that Jesus had risen from the 

dead until he saw and touched 

Christ’s physical wounds. History 

has dealt Thomas a bit of an 

unfair nickname. Each of the 

twelve apostles, except John, 

abandoned Jesus during his trial 

and death at Calvary. Thomas, 

like us, was prone to extremes. 

Earlier, he had demonstrated 

courageous faith, willing to risk 

his own life to follow Jesus into 

Judea. There is an important 

lesson to be gained from 

studying Thomas: if we’re truly 

seeking to know the truth, and 

we’re honest with ourselves and 

others about our struggles and 

doubts, God will faithfully meet 

us and reveal himself to us, just 

as he did for Thomas. 
Maybe I’ve chosen the more 

familiar disciples, some larger 

than life, but with their warts and 

all. 
You see, there are no perfect 

people that God chooses, just 

ordinary men and women who 

allow Him to work his grace 

through their lives. 
I enjoy most the biographies 

where people’s lives change for 

the better, coming through 

adversity to reach peace and 

fullness. The Bible and the 

Christian faith tell such stories 

and are wonderfully encouraging 

to read and inspiring to hear. 
I am looking forward to seeing 

you at the Pet Service on 

Sunday 14
th
 September at the 

10 am Family Service and also 

our Harvest Festival on Sunday 

28
th
 September at 10 am. Why 

not stay after the Service and 

join us for the Harvest Lunch? 
Why not check out some of the 

stories of people’s lives at 

St Andrew’s or some of the 

stories of the Bible; you’ll find 

them as fascinating, inspiring 

and challenging as any 

biography. 
 Terry 
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Commemoration Day  
4th August 2014 

The evening began in quiet con-
templation viewing the excellent 

World War One display of mem-
orabilia, assembled by Pat Eden 

and others. It had been in the 

Church for the day for the public to 

see and there were candles to 

light in memory of the sacrifices 

made. It was a privilege to read 

letters from sons and brothers to 

their families left behind and to be 

able to look at the photographs of 

those young men, some of whom 

would never change, they would 

never grow old. 
As the congregation arrived at the 

Church they were handed a 

beautifully presented leaflet 

“Commemoration of the Centenary 

of the Outbreak of the First World 

War”. The poems, prayers and 

scriptures had all been carefully 

chosen and during the service 

they were read out with feeling by 

the Rev Terry and members of the 

congregation, interspersed with 

much loved hymns. 
As the time moved towards 

11.00 pm, the time war was 

declared, darkness fell as the 

candles and lights were 

extinguished leaving the one 

lighted candle in the chancel, the 

light of hope for the world. The 

names of the fallen inscribed on 

the war memorial were read out 

with brief information on each one 

and the bell tolled. 
After The Last Post and The 

Reveille sounded, people filed in 

respectful silence from the 

Church, aware of their witness to 

a historic and moving service. 
Colin Bryan 

SUMMER FAMILY BBQ 
Sunday 31st of August from 12:30 pm 

All are Welcome! 
St. Andrew’s churchyard grounds, Sandon 

* CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT and GAMES  
* BBQ FARE, SALADS ETC *GAZEBOS  

*Bring your own drinks, chairs etc 
Tickets : David Farrar (471484)  Christine Mennie (281305)  
Janet Terry (472997) or at the gate Adults £6, Children £3 
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WW1 General 
Knowledge Quiz 

One of the displays was a WW1 

Quiz prepared by Pat Eden. It is 

reproduced here and the 

answers are on page 19. 
1. Who was Prime Minister at 

the outbreak of World War 

1? 
2. Who was the US President 

at that time? 
3. On what date was war 

declared? 
4. Emergency powers were 

introduced under "DORA". 

What does this stand for? 
5. Who was Secretary for 

War in WW1? 
6. Whose assassination in 

Sarajevo, Serbia sparked 

the outbreak of war? 
7. Which aircraft were used to 

bomb Britain (two were 

brought down in Essex)? 
8. Name the luxury liner 

torpedoed off the Irish 

coast in 1915. 
9. In 1918-19, what killed 

more people world-wide 

than the war itself? 
10. The head of a training 

school for nurses was shot 

by the Germans in 1915. 

Who was she? 
11. Which future Prime 

Minister was Minister of 

Munitions in 1915? 

12. The heroes of the Gallipoli 

landings from the 

Dominions were called 

what? 
13. What were the two poison 

gases used by the 

Germans? 
14. In what year did food 

rationing begin in WW1? 
15. The King and Queen 

celebrated a special 

anniversary in 1918. What 

was it? 
16. Who was the army 

Commander in Chief who 

led the Victory Parade? 
17. What organisation did he 

set up after the war? 
18. In what year was the 

Women's Institute founded 

in Wales? 
19. Following the Treaty of 

Versailles, what 

organisation was formed to 

keep the peace in 1919? 
20. What is inscribed on the 

Cenotaph in Whitehall? 
Answers on page 19 

Paraprosdokians 
David Farrar challenged readers 

to provide some in June. Here 

are some now. 

Going to church doesn't make 

you a Christian any more than 

standing in a garage makes you 

a car. 
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We are pleased to announce 

that we have a speaker from 

Guide dogs for the blind 

attending our service 
In the short pet service there will 

be dedicated seating areas for 

dogs and cats but please note  

all pets will be the 

responsibilities of their owners, 

all dogs will have to be on leads 

and muzzled if necessary, and all 

cats and other pets will need to 

be carried in appropriate baskets 

or containers.  
Bring your animals and other 

family to our Pet Service in the 

church  
Dogs, cats, budgies, in fact . . . 

all pets welcome. 
This will be a simple, fun service 

conducted by Terry to celebrate 

the joy and happiness brought 

into our lives by our pets. Please 

do come and bring your friends 

(human and animal) with you. 

All Creatures Great and Small  
invited to a Pet Service 

On Sunday 14th September at 10 am 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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The Southend Boys and Girls Choir 
Saturday 20

th
 September 

Concert at 7:30 pm 
Proceeds to provide a motorbike for a Kenyan priest  
in Marsabit in northern Kenya and for Church Funds 

St. Andrew’s Sandon 
Tickets £10 each which includes a glass of wine and nibbles 

To purchase tickets please contact 01245 698988 
The Southend Girls’ Choir was 

founded in 1988, and has since 

built a reputation across the 

South East and further afield. 
The choir has broadcast on 

television and radio, and 

performs regularly across the 

world. Together with The 

Southend Boys’ Choir, the choir 

has recorded with the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra, and has 

several commercial CDs to their 

name, entitled Angelis – Voices 

of Angels, which received 

coverage on national radio 

stations. 
Their repertoire is wide from 

backing vocals for pop songs for 

Warner Bros, performing in the 

Crypt of the House of Commons, 

and singing at the launch of the 

liner “Millennium” in 

Southampton. 

'O a wonderful positive bright 

sound, musically shaped and 

always with clear words O ' 
Jasper Thorogood,  
Director of Music, Felsted School  

'The Southend Girls' Choir has a 

perfect combination of subtlety, 

energy and character O' 
Jim Papoulis,  
composer, director & producer 

(New York)  
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Saturday 20
th
 & Sunday 21

st
 September 

See the displays of organisations in 

church and village. We invite you to 

become a Friend of St. Andrews Church 

Church open with guides from 2 pm – 4 pm 

Refreshments during the afternoon. Visit the bell tower and have a try. 

Have a try at handbell ringing 

3 pm Presentation about the Friends of Sandon Church  
both days. 

Come and give a donation to the church and make history by putting 

your name in the time capsule which will be buried in the churchyard. 
Evening Concert on Saturday at 7:30 pm  

with The Southend Boys and Girls Choir. 

Tickets available in August from Terry. Ring 01245 698988. 
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Hear Hear 

We all hear but do we actually 

listen? 
Listening means listening to 

others, to ourselves and to God. 

Learning to listen effectively 

helps us to improve relation-
ships, grow as human beings 

and deepen our spirituality. 

Listening can be life changing. 
Listening is also at the heart of 

the church’s ministry. Spreading 

the good news of Jesus, 

practically helping others in 

need, prayer, whatever the 

church’s ministry, it will inevitably 

involve listening. 
Listening isn’t about sorting 

people out, it’s about helping 

people to get out what’s locked 

in, helping people to move 

forward, helping them identify 

feelings, affirming people by 

reflecting back in their own 

words. 
We are running a training Day on 

Saturday 27
th
 September from 

10am to 5pm cost £16 
If you are interested then please 

ring Terry for more information or 

to book your place Please ring 

01245 698988 or email 

tgabrown@hotmail.com  

Men’s Breakfast We welcome to our men’s 

breakfast on Saturday 27
th
 

September the Charlie Kosla. 
We will be meeting at the Crown 

at 8:30 am for a full English 

Breakfast followed by a time for 

questions. Please contact Terry 

by email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

or dennis.terry@talktalk.net 
We know this will be a popular 

event so please book no later 

than Saturday 20
th
 September. 

Cost £6 for the breakfast. 

Saturday 27th September 



Sandon Parish Magazine September 2014 Page 12 

Harvest festivals in the UK take 

place around the end of 

September to mark the end of 

the main harvest season. It is a 

time to give thanks for the crops 

that have been grown and also 

to celebrate the end of the hard 

work involved in reaping them. 

Often, canned goods and other 

foods are collected, put on 

display in churches and shared 

with those in need in the 

community. 
In Britain, thanks have been 

given for successful harvests 

since pagan times. Harvest 

festivals are traditionally held on 

the Sunday closest to the 

Harvest Moon. This is the full 

moon that occurs closest to the 

Autumn Equinox. 
As last year we will be 

supporting the Chelmsford 

Foodbank. As part of our service 

we will be given an update of the 

work of the Chelmsford 

Foodbank. 
This will be followed by our 

Harvest Lunch. Please join us 

after the service. 

Please can you bring much 

needed food etc. which is on 

their shopping list:  
 
• Long Life Milk (Blue or Green) 
• Sugar  
• Fruit Juice (carton) 
• Tinned Meat  
• Tinned Carrots 
• Tinned Mixed Veg. (no pulses) 
• Tinned Sweetcorn  
• Rice Puddings  
• Packets & tinned custard  
• Sponge Puddings  
• Tinned Fruit  
• Instant coffee (small and medium) 
• Instant Mash Potato  
• Pasta Sauce  
• Jam  
• Snack bars  
• Shampoo and Shower Gel  
• Deodorants (male & female) 
• Washing up Liquid  
• Washing powder / liquid  

You are invited to join us for our Harvest Festival  
on Sunday 28th September at 10 am 
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Every Tuesday  
10.15am – 11.30am  
in St. Andrews Room.  
This is an opportunity where 

people can pop in for a cup of 

tea or coffee, chat, catch up on 

local news and make new 

friends. 

Are you lonely? 
Feeling blue? 
Then 'Tea and Chat' is 
Here for you 

Every Tuesday 
For an hour 
There's tea and chat 
And so much more 

So come and join us 
have some fun 
A welcome's here 
For everyone 

Tea and Chat 

The Armstrong Gibbs Society 

GIBBS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Friday 19

th
 to Sunday 21

st
 September at Danbury Church 

Details at www.armstronggibbs.com/festival 
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The PCC was invited by Canon 

Martin Wood and Rev. Terry 

Brown to an Away Day at 

Broomfield Church very recently. 

Our programme had been 

agreed earlier by the 

Churchwardens and Terry. 
Session 1 began after a short 

Service and was spent 

generating a Sandon Village 

Time-Line starting as far back as 

any one of us could personally 

remember, about 1970! 
The Time Line was constructed 

on a roll of white 

wall paper listing all 

those events in the 

Parish Life such as 

the A12 by-pass, 

Gablefields and the 

Linton Estate 

construction, the 

arrival and 

departure of St. Andrew’s Clergy 

such as the Hugh Bevan, Tony 

Matty, Keith Plaister, the 

Millennium Festival Fete etc. It 

was recognised that all of these 

events would have influenced 

the Village in some way or other.  
We then revisited the 2013 

Parish profile which the PCC had 

generated to attract Terry to our 

Parish. It was then good to see 

that Terry had already in one 

year started to overcome some 

of our listed ‘weaknesses’ such 

as improving our local school 

contacts, improving the PCC/

congregation consultations, 

engagement with the local 

uniformed organisations and of 

increasing the numbers of 

younger people. 
We then spent some time listing 

our ‘Fears for the Future’ and our 

‘Good Feelings’ about what had 

been done. Pink stickers were 

used for Fears and Yellow for our 

Good Feelings! I noted there 

were 11 of each with many 

repeats! 
Our next session 

involved two talks 

by the joint Chairs 

of the Deanery, 

Christine Horton, 

the Lay Chair, and 

Area Dean, Andy 

Griffiths from 

Galleywood. They 

principally talked about the future 

plans for the Chelmer –Crouch 

Group which over the next 11 

years will have a 7 to 3 reduction 

of Stipendiary (paid) Clergy. This 

reduction will be mainly caused 

by the retirement of Clergy even 

though there are plenty of new 

Clergy being ordained but 

obviously not enough to replace 

those retiring. In fact half of all 

current Stipendiary Clergy will be 

retired by 2025! 
The various PCC’s across the 

Deanery had been asked at 

The Time Line construction! 

Sandon Parochial Church Council (PCC) Away Day  
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length what they could ‘Re-
Imagine’ the future Ministry to be 

and out of that had come 

solutions. The plan would be 

such that we would keep the 

identity of a village Church which 

was what most PCC’s wished. In 

the medium term till 2017 it 

would be necessary to develop a 

‘Team’ around a ‘Focal Minister’ 

who will relate to a supporting 

team of stipendiary and non- 
stipendiary Clergy. The Focal 

Minister may be Lay or Ordained 

and may be Lay even if there is 

a clergy person, as 

this person will 

need the particular 

skills of dealing 

with the local team 

and administrative 

issues. We will 

need to ‘grow’ 

people to become 

Team Members supporting this 

structure. Each Parish will be 

distinct but supported by a Team 

to cover worship, teaching, 

pastoral care etc. 
After consultation with its 

members, The Deanery Plan has 

proposed 4 unit teams to support 

Chelmsford North and South 

Deaneries. Sandon will stay in 

the Chelmer- Crouch Group of 

Parishes, namely Boreham, Little 

Baddow, Danbury, East 

Hanningfield, Woodham Ferrers 

& Bicknacre and South 

Woodham Ferrers, which will 

probably be connected to the 

‘Reservoir’ Group of Churches. 

This consists of West 

Hanningfield, South 

Hanningfield, Stock, Downham, 

Ramsden Heath and Ramsden 

Bellhouse. 
So by 2017 each Church will 

really need to have people 

trained to do most ‘jobs’ and be 

looking to find their own local 

person for ordained ministry to 

lead them in Holy Communion, 

using the group or unit team 

minsters in the 

intermediary period. 
After a lunch 

courtesy of 

Morrisons and Terry 

we settled down to 

watch a short video 

made in 2012 by 

the Diocese of 

Sheffield which demonstrated 

that the ‘Re-Imagining of Ministry 

and Mission for a sustainable 

future’ was a Country –wide 

activity. Resources of time, 

people and money were limited 

and so we needed to Re-
Imagine what could be done! We 

would need to use everyone’s 

gifts, with parishes and churches 

working closely together in 

Mission Partnerships. 
In our final ‘Wash –Up Session’ 

very loosely entitled ‘What is the 

The battle of the pink versus 
yellow stickers! 
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future of the Church of England 

in Sandon it was concluded that:  
1. We will need more and 

different people working to 

achieve a long term future. 
2. We need to think beyond 

Sandon and about Team 

and Support Ministry. 
All changes would be formalised 

by 2017 and come to fruition by 

2025 it was hoped.  
To keep our minds on this Martin 

asked that we each write on a 

piece of paper 3 things! First: 

one new thing that we had learnt 

from the day’s work plus two 

actions that we could individually 

offer to do before the end of this 

year 2014! These inputs were 

then placed in self- addressed 

envelopes so that we can expect 

to be reminded about the day’s 

work in the near future and not 

wait until 2017 or 2025!! 
David Farrar, Churchwarden 
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The secret of Picasso’s paint 
The painter Pablo Picasso had a 

fairly long name: he was 

baptised Pablo Diego Jose 

Francisco de Paula Juan 

Nepomuceno Maria de los 

Remedios Cipriano de la 

Santisma Trinidad Ruiz y 

Picasso! No wonder that he used 

the shorter version! 
Recently the Argonne National 

Laboratory in the USA proved 

that Picasso used high grade 

house paint to create some of 

his masterpieces. 
Using Picasso’s letters and 

photos sent to friends indicated 

that he did prefer to use ordinary 

house paint manufactured by the 

famous RIPOLIN- a French 

Company. 
A conservation scientist at the 

Art Institute of Chicago - 
Francesca Casadio was studying 

Picasso’s paint sources and a 

scientist at Argonne National 

Laboratory heard about her work 

and suggested that the Argonne 

synchrotron light source, The 

Advanced Photon Source 

could offer a closer look. Now 

synchrotrons were just getting 

started in the 1940’s at the same 

time as Picasso was producing 

some of his best work. 
Four paint samples, the size of a 

pin head, from several pictures 

were analysed by the Argon 

synchrotron X-ray beam and the 

concentration and purity of the 

minute samples showed that 

these indeed did match 1940 

Ripolin paint samples. So 

Picasso was one of the first 

artists to use common house 

paint in his paintings - probably 

because of its high gloss finish 

and quick drying time! We 

decorators must therefore all 

have a little of the ‘Picasso’ in us! 
David Farrar 

The Science and Art Corner 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests  for 
this magazine should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10

th
 of the month preceding 

publication. 

Registers 
There are no entries this month. 

Other Paraprosdokians 
The last thing I want to do is hurt 

you. But it's still on the list. 
If I agreed with you, we'd both be 

wrong. 

 
We never really grow up; we only 

learn how to act in public. 
War does not determine who is 

right - only who is left. 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditionalto contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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WW1 General Knowledge Quiz - Answers The Questions are on page 7 
1. H. H. Asquith 
2. Woodrow Wilson 
3. 4

th
 August 1914 

4. Defence of The Realm Act 
5. Earl Kitchener 
6. Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
7. Zeppelin 
8. Lusitania 
9. Spanish Flu 
10. Edith Cavel 
11. David Lloyd George 
12. Anzacs 
13. Chlorine and Mustard 
14. 1917 
15. Silver Wedding (6

th
 July) 

16. Sir Douglas Haig 
17. The British Legion 
18. 1915 (Llanfair PG Anglesey) 
19. League of Nations 
20. “The Glorious Dead” 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Inspector Dick Thomas 

concludes his series for Sandon 

Parish Magazine. 
Retirement 
German Shepherds tend to work 

until they are around seven 

years of age, with the search 

dog working for a few years 

longer. 
In the 

majority of 

cases the 

dogs are 

retired to 

their 

handlers 

but where 

this is not 

possible 

they are re-
homed to 

members of 

the public. 
Re-homing 

to a 

member of 

the public only takes place after 

a home visit by the handler who 

must satisfy themselves that the 

home environment meets the 

dog’s needs and characteristics. 

Not all homes are suitable and 

we are robust in ensuring the 

welfare needs of the retired dogs 

are met. 
Whilst most dogs are happy to 

sit in front of a home fire during 

retirement we have some that 

prefer the outdoor life and these 

tend to go to farms or homes 

with large expanses of land. 
Some retirements are made 

early due to an injury or an 

illness preventing them from 

continuing police work. To help 

with the 

costs of 

veterinary 

bills the 

Essex 

Retired 

Police Dog 

Fund was 

set up as a 

charity. 

Owners of 

retired 

police 

dogs can 

apply to 

the charity 

for support 

in meeting 

some of these medical costs. 
Further details about the charity 

can be found at 

www.essexretiredpolicedogs.co.uk 
Working in the community 
There is a natural attraction by 

the public towards the dogs and 

as far as possible the section 

tries to engage with as many 

community events as operations 

allow. 

Essex Police Dog Section 

August 2014 

“Ok dad, I’ve found the drugs now where’s my 

toy.”  

Sandon Parish Magazine September 2014 Page 21 

Throughout the year the section 

receives numerous requests to 

attend community events such 

as Summer fetes, schools talks 

and church meetings. 

Unfortunately we are not able to 

attend them all due to the impact 

on operations but we do try to 

help where we can. 
The section does not have a 

display team anymore. This is 

down to the high work load and 

costs involved but teams can 

often be seen at community 

events engaging with the public 

and discussing the dogs and the 

section’s work. 
The Sandon dog section is 

extremely grateful to the local 

community for the support it 

receives. Having a dog section 

in the heart of a village produces 

many challenges for us but we 

endeavour to keep any 

disruption to residents to a 

minimum. 
The Future 
All departments of Essex Police 

remain under review as the 

Force tries to meet a planned 

reduction in its funding. The dog 

section recently reduced its 

numbers slightly as it plays its 

part in meeting this challenge. 
But the unit continues to deliver 

across the County and it is likely 

that Essex will retain its dogs for 

the foreseeable future. 
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Bradwell Pilgrimage 

Brian Pannifer gives his 

experience of the day 
After being invited previously to 

attend the Bradwell Pilgrimage I 

felt I was ready this time. I have 

stayed at Othona, a Community 

situated near St Peter's Chapel 

for their Guy Fawkes night which 

was a wonderful overnight stay 

with a bonfire on the beach and 

a service in the chapel. I had a 

truly immense feeling of 

something when I first entered 

this very old building. I was alone 

then and it had a strong 

atmosphere. I wanted to see it all 

again. 
I had several offers of lifts but I 

didn't want to commit to anyone 

in case I let them down. I was 

prepared to walk and thumb a lift 

to increase my level of adventure 

and I warned people who knew 

me I would spot them if they 

drove past at any time and didn't 

stop for at least a Hello! 
Then a friend called Shaun 

showed an interest too and it just 

so happens he has a free pass 

for the buses which includes a 

carer travelling with him for free. 

A tough decision for me but how 

could I not join him to keep him 

company on those long winding 

roads out yonder. 
We meet at 7:30 am on Saturday 

12
th
 July at the bus stop near the 

Army and Navy for a bus at 7.38. 

This is 2 minutes late which 

sounded good for First Buses 

with their reputation in 

Chelmsford but it cost us in 

Maldon High Street as our 

connection onto the 

Stephenson's bus to Bradwell 

came towards us 20 seconds 

before we could get off and 

across to the opposite stop. Bad 

Luck but we are on a Pilgrimage, 

keep focused, we can still do this 

we said together. An hour wait 

for a bus to Southminster 

seemed the next step as we 

waited in vain for a call back 

from Nick Wilks, my friend who 

was on the Official coach that 

might have had space for us and 

calling through Maldon. Perhaps 

it did but we will never know! 
An hour later we get on the 

Stephenson's bus and the driver 

to my amazement rings his 

colleague on another bus to wait 

for us in Southminster as we 

need that one to Bradwell next! 

Can they have the contract for 

Chelmsford please, ECC!? We 

have a great little journey around 

the countryside with the bus to 

ourselves till we get to, I think, 

Cold Norton where the bus fills 

completely with a group of 

ramblers going to Steeple. This 

seems to set us back half an 

hour as they find their money 

and chat to the driver like they 
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are related and didn't they all 

have plenty to discuss once 

seated. I couldn't think of 

anything worse than walking with 

a group of people who were so 

noisy on a Saturday morning to 

unwind after a tough week. Even 

a bloke said to me as they all 

disembarked how glad we must 

be to get the peace back. 
We arrive in Southminster and I 

see a bus heading towards us. I 

wasn't in the mood to leave 

anything to chance or others to 

mess up so I get up to leave and 

the driver says the other bus will 

not be getting past and he stops 

across both lanes to let us off 

and we jump straight onto the 

next one. It is great to say good 

morning to a handful of travellers 

who have maps out and look like 

fellow pilgrims. 
We arrive in Bradwell Village 

right by the church and have 

made perfect timing, 9.55am, 

which didn't look likely in Maldon 

at 8 am. I see a group of ladies 

and know one of them. She 

seems disappointed that the pub 

is closed and won't be open till 

12. Is this what the majority 

come for!? 
We head towards the car park 

where the first notable thing to 

mention that stands out was the 

Dean's shirt! (Chelmsford 

Cathedral) “Book him Dano” 

springs to mind. (I am told this is 

a reference from Hawaii Five 0 

Ed.) 
We then meet and greet people 

we are familiar with and start to 

soak up the pleasant 

atmosphere. We all walk down to 

the Church as the bells ring. I 

notice what appears to be a 

protest march of one man with 

several readings on a pole who 

just stands and makes his point 

without anything involving noise 

which I respect him for. I don't 

take to disturbances well. I read 

his literature and don't get it but 

maybe next year I will talk to 

him. We have a little service and 

then head to the coast proper. 

The Editor of this magazine 

spots a house on the way that is 

inviting people in on the return 

journey for home-made 

lemonade and hog roast. Wow! 

Do I continue!? We proceed as I 

get nagged at for thinking of my 

stomach too much. I see a 

marquee in the distance, the 

destination in sight, the 

atmosphere is building and we 

go quietly on the last stage as 

requested. 
Apart from constant attack from 

midges in the stodgy heat 

everything is peaceful and happy 

around me so I am peaceful and 

happy. We head over to Othona 

after the speeches and it is great 

to be back and notice the 

changes. I beat my friend at 
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table tennis then nearly faint with 

the shock outside when I 

challenge the Editor to kicking a 

football into the door of a Wendy 

House 30 metres away and 

although mine went close he 

astounds everyone, including his 

wife who has just told me it will 

be worse than his tennis, by 

missing the doorway by 

millimetres. He looks pleased but 

stunned at the same time at his 

flukiness. 
To cap off a wonderful day we 

have a quick stop to get 

sustenance at the hog roast 

residence where we meet 2 

great chaps from Ghana, Samuel 

and Prince who were good value 

for a laugh at themselves and 

didn't seem to have a care in the 

world, especially getting home, 

not to Ghana but Forest Gate, 

East London. I really hope I see 

them next year and also all my 

other acquaintances who helped 

me enjoy the whole experience. 
I do owe Samuel a pint next time 

as we stopped in the pub on the 

right on the way back to the 

village, his suggestion and offer. 

What good blokes. 
They were worth all the travelling 

time on their own. 
 
 
 

Diocesan Centenary Link 

Here Brian concludes his 

experience of the Bradwell 

pilgrimage. However as part of 

the Centenary Celebrations for 

the Diocese of Chelmsford Mrs 

Christine Horton organised a 

pilgrimage to Lindisfarne which 

she described as ‘In the 

Footsteps of St Cedd’. On the 

pilgrimage was Rev Gillian Mann 

who wrote the poem on the 

following page as part of her 

reflections (excuse the pun). 

St Cedd (c. 620 – 26 October 

664) sailed from Lindisfarne. He 

is recorded as founding the 

church at Bradwell-on-Sea which 

is now marked by St Peter’s 

chapel and brought the faith in 

Jesus to this part of the world. 
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The Parable of the Puddle 
Beside the sea runs the road from the village to the castle 
a narrow strip of tarmac in the broad grassy way, 
Lindisfarne quiet now while the tide is in. 
Back against the stone wall, a sheltered seat for our picnic. 
We watch the waves fall back. 
People start to pass along the road, more and more. 
Lindisfarne is no longer an island. 
Two girls come leaping along the road, follow my leader, 
now fast, now slow. 
At the puddle right across the road they stop, nudging each other,  
seeing the possibilities. 
They see the boggy edges, the shallow places, the dry bits: 
'stepping stones' through the middle of the puddle... 
follow my leader along the stepping stones, and on to more fun. 

I watch how others meet the problem of the puddle. 
Many walk a wide circle round the edge. 
Some, especially with large boots, stride straight through the middle. 
Did they even see it? 
Some see and get to know the puddle better,  
picking their way through the stepping places. 

I muse on the way people engage with the world around them. 

The little plot in the desert, source of survival for those who till it, 
 in the path of a new highway. 
Will the planners go round it, ignoring and isolating it? 
Plough straight through it? 
Or spend time with the owners, finding the best solution for all? 

The mother whose son died in a motor bike crash. 
Will people avoid her, not knowing what to say? 
Chatter thoughtlessly on about their own troubles,  
their successful children, the new car? 
Or listen, be with her, find what help she really needs? 

The convicted swindler, penalty paid, trying to rebuild a life. 
Will employers ignore him? 
Write indignant letters to the press about such scum? 
Or grant the interview, explore the implications,  
seeking a package that could work? 

The afternoon passes, the puddle dries slowly in the sun. 
Rev Gillian Mann 
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Gillian Hodge writes, 
On Sunday 3

rd
 August a large 

crowd gathered on ‘The Green’ 

to celebrate the Centenary of the 

Diocese of Chelmsford. 
We were blessed with a beautiful 

sunny afternoon and everyone 

enjoyed sandwiches, tea and 

cake in an informal, relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere. This was 

followed at 4 pm by Songs of 

Praise accompanied by the 

Salvation Army band. Great 

favourites such as Amazing 

Grace! How sweet the Sound, 

How Great Thou Art, and Shine 

Jesus Shine were chosen by 

some of the congregation 

together with readings and a 

short sermon. More strawberry 

gâteau, scones and cream, tea 

and cakes followed, to 'round off' 

a happy memorable afternoon 

and a great feeling of 

togetherness within Sandon. 
Our thanks to the Salvation 

Army, Rev. Carolyn Tibbott vicar 

of Broomfield and Christine 

Mennie and her band of helpers 

for the superb tea and last but 

not least to Terry for getting us all 

together once again. 
I'm told the Salvation Army have 

offered to come again next year! 

If you missed it this year, come 

next - it's worth it for the tea! 
Guy Speakman amplifies with, 
Our ‘Songs of Praise’ on the 

village green was a huge 

success. Terry led a 

congregation in excess of 150 

people of all ages, through a 

rousing service. We were thrilled 

and privileged to be joined for 

the afternoon by the Brass Band 

of the Salvation Army. Their 

fabulous contribution made such 

a difference to the uplifting 

atmosphere of the afternoon. 

They played with gusto and a 

quick tempo, which led one 

concerned member of the 

congregation to remark that they 

hoped that Ron wasn’t going to 

be led astray in the future by the 

extra speed! 
The service took a simple but 

enjoyable form, with members of 

Tea and Praise on the Green 

Sandon Parish Magazine September 2014 Page 27 

the congregation of different 

ages and parts of the parish 

community choosing the various 

hymns. The result was a 

wonderful mix of favourites, 

preceded by the interesting, and 

frequently moving explanations 

of why a particular hymns had 

been chosen. 
We were delighted to be joined 

for the service by the Reverend 

Carolyn Tibbott who is the Vicar 

of Broomfield. She brought to life 

Luke 13: 6-9 with her 

explanation of the parable of the 

fig tree, which was an ideal 

choice for us all particularly for a 

rural parish at this time of year. 
The ‘Visual Magic Bible’ part of 

the service captivated all ages of 

the congregation. Mark Sawyer, 

the Chelmsford leader of the 

Salvation Army band was 

amazing, which led one of the 

youngsters in the congregation 

to ask whether he was coming 

back next year. 
So many members of the wider 

community and our own 

congregation need to be thanked 

for their part in the service 

however small. For example 

Christine had a myriad of 

helpers, who managed to put 

together cakes, sandwiches, 

scones and other goodies for so 

many people. Supported of 

course by Dennis and Janet who 

somehow managed to make tea 

for the whole congregation. 
A major reason for the service 

was to celebrate the centenary 

of the Diocese of Chelmsford. In 

truth there is always a reason 

and something to celebrate. We 

are delighted that Terry has 

decided to make it an annual 

event. The congregation is only 

likely to grow, and I would 

suggest arriving early for next 

year’s service, in case it rains, 

because if we are lucky enough 

to welcome an extra hundred or 

so to the service, and then have 

to move into the church for 

shelter, it will quickly become 

‘standing room only’. 
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Joining the Dots 
Richard Cecil reviews a recent 
correspondence. 
In mid July Mr Peter Marks, who 
lives in Florida, contacted the 
church via the church website 
(www.sandon-church.info). He 
wrote, “I was looking for some 
information for my family. In the 
late 60 early 70’s I attended 
Sandon House Boys School. We 
would walk to church every 
Sunday via the 
sweet shop! I 
became a member 
of the choir. The 
Vicar used to come 
on Wednesdays to 
the school for choir 
practice. Fond 
memories. I went 
to confirmation 
classes. Funny 
thing. I was sick 
with the flu the day 
of the ceremony 
and had to go to 
another church, 
weeks later. 
“Finally I had two solos for the 
Christmas concert. My voice 
broke two days before! 
“For the life of me I cannot 
remember the Vicar’s name. Do 
you have any information about 
him? My grand children are 
asking me for a project.” 
David Farrar asked me for help. 
We pointed him towards the 
tribute to Canon Anthony Abbey 

in June’s magazine. 
Mr Marks replied, “As soon as I 
looked at his photograph the 
memories came rushing back. 
Remember I was 12 or 13 at the 
time. 59 now. 
“Here are some of those 
memories, ‘I actually volunteered 
to try out for the choir to get out 
of Wednesdays sports practice! 
It meant that we could practise in 
the Head Master’s billiard room. 

We could also 
sneak in a few 
games! (My father 
picked me up at 
half-term to find a 
cut above me eye. 
Rugby? No, Dad, 
snooker!) 
“’Walking to church 
every Sunday 
became something 
to look forward too. 
I’m sure the people 
in the village 
thought we were 
little hoodlums. But 
it was fun for us to 

get away from school. 
But that wasn’t all. Being part of 
the choir had benefits. We 
helped with the church fête. We 
had Tea at the vicarage, and it 
became a life changing 
experience. Vicar Abbey took us 
to the Royal Albert Hall to see 
the Vienna Boys Choir. With 
some prodding in the right 
direction I was considered by the 

Peter Marks pictured a few 
weeks before his first term at 

Sandon House. 
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Vicar to be quite a good singer, 
eventually being given two solos 
for the Christmas concert. Mum 
and Dad came. They were so 
very proud. My voice broke the 
day before! 
“‘I’m sad to hear that Vicar 
Abbey has passed away. He 
was a bright light for me. 
Boarding School was not a 
happy time. He showed us the 
pleasure of music and not to 
mention help my faith in God. 
Strange it was last month that I 
thought of him. Then a month 
later e-mailing the church for 
information. 
“‘I have been very fortunate in 
my life and have lived in 5 
countries and now make Florida 
my home. I’ve seen the Vienna 
Boys’ Choir in Vienna and many 
other famous music venues. I 
can thank him for that. 
“‘I will make an effort to come 
and visit the church next time I’m 
in the UK.’” 

SANDON  
VILLAGE HALL 

Rock  
n  

Roll 
50`s 60`s 

DANCE 
September 20

th 
Music by the 

Dancettes 
8pm to 11.30pm 

Hot Food Burgers  
& Hot dogs 

Tea & coffee available  
BYO Drink 

Entrance £7 
Help raise funds  
for your village hall 

For more details contact 
Ray 01245 472386 
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The Church Fête 

Following on from the excitement 

of the Tour de France passing 

through Essex we had the 

further excitement of our annual 

Church Fete. The weather was 

again kind to us and resulted in a 

good attendance throughout the 

afternoon. The whole centre of 

Sandon Village was buzzing on 

Saturday 12
th
 July. It was a 

lovely, hot, sunny day and many 

people were about. Some were 

at the Crown on the Green, 

others were disappearing into St 

Andrew’s Church to 

prepare for the 1pm 

wedding, others were 

erecting stalls and 

sideshows on the Old 

Rectory Paddock (by 

kind permission of 

John Wilsmer) for the Church 

Fete and a function at the Village 

Hall. Bunting was flying, church 

bells were being rung. Altogether 

there was an air of excitement. 
In this beautiful setting there 

were great expectations that 

there would be lots of visitors 

and we were not disappointed. 

We had twelve stalls in total - the 

Barbeque, Cakes, Cream teas, 

Teddy Tombola and Raffle being 

very popular.  
You could have your face 

painted, win a cuddly toy, select 

a book, negotiate for a fabulous 

piece of bric-a-brac and buy a 

plant or a beautiful hand-made 

cushion. Not to mention enter 

your dog in the dog show, have 

tea at the Old Rectory, buy a 

burger and listen to a choir 

singing. 
To add to the enjoyment you 

could bang in as many nails as 

possible in 1 minute, try and feed 

the clowns with balls through 

their open mouths, catch a 

creepy spider or try for the 

highest score of the day on the 

baseball game. 
Best of all – you could join in the 

Tug of War! 
The whole afternoon 

at the Fete was held 

together by a 

competent person (ie 

Kevin Brown, Terry’s 

brother) on the PA 

system. Great music was played  

and the prize winners were 

clearly announced the , partic-
ularly those Grand Raffle prize 

winners that kept a large number 

of visitors from leaving early. 
Excellent organisation. We 

raised £1,812 on the day and 

paid out £183 in expenses 

leaving £1,629 for church funds. 

Well done everyone for a 

splendid afternoon of fun and 

relaxation. Pity some of us were 

too busy to catch a glimpse of 

the happy couple! 
Evelyn Ellis and Ian Underwood 
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The Raffle Prizes from the Fete 
were 

1 £100 won by Louisa Cole 
2 Bygones & Wines won by 

Cath Haynes (we have been 
unable to contact her) 

3 Food Hamper won by John 
Enstall 

4 Fruit Basket won by Pauline 
Chaplin 

5 Painting won by G Godbold 
6 Begonia won by Linda 
7 Fuchsia won by Terry Brown 
8 Red Wine won by John Price 
9 Mug won by Peter Tovey 
10 Theatre Ticket won by Su 

Whinney 
11 White Wine won by Mrs Hill 
12 White Wine won by Roy Atkin 
13 White Wine won by Heather 

Tovey 
14 Celebrations won by C 

Pitches 
15 Red Wine won by John Gruby 
16 Mints won by Tina Coppen 
17 Crystal won by Bill 
18 White Wine won by Philip 

Need 
19 Wine won by Bob Gaines 
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Sandon WI Report 

Our July speaker, Jean Fullerton, 

reminded Sandon WI members 

of nursing before the NHS. It 

brought back some memories to 

lots of us of remedies long 

forgotten. Jean is an author and 

she gave us a very interesting 

and amusing talk on District 

Nursing in the past which she 

researched for her latest novels. 

She had some slides to give us a 

taste of how things were and 

compared them to what she 

teaches young nurses today. 
The report of the National Annual 

Meeting in Leeds, sent to us by 

our link member, was read out 

by Marjorie Kent and kept us up 

to date with all that is going on 

building up to the Centenary of 

the WI in 2015. Members were 

asked to take the resolution 

onward by signing up to go on 

the donor register, but most 

importantly to tell their families of 

their decision. 
Our activities in July also 

included participation in Sandon 

Village fete and a lunch at a local 

garden centre and August saw 
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School Days 

The WI have been running a poetry 

competition. This is the winning entry for 

Sandon WI’s competition and it now goes 

on to be judged again within the Mildmay 

WI group meeting on 16
th
 September. 

I started school when I was four,  
I went in through the Infants door,  
I learned to read, I learned to write,  
And to my teachers, be polite. 

Girls and boys, in class.. in rows,  
Girls and boys in knee length hose,  
We played with bean bags in the Hall,  
Arid balls upon the playground wall. 

I moved across the quad at seven  
To Junior Girls, until eleven,  
I learned my tables and to spell,  
I got a star if I did well. 

I did my sums, I danced, I sang,  
I had friends, a little gang,  
No talking in class, we had to sit,  
Playtime, we skipped and ran, played “it”. 

To King's Road School I said goodbye  
To move on to the County High.  
Sums were Maths, English, French,  
Science at the Laboratory bench. 

Latin, Gym and hockey stick,  
Uniform, and knee length knicks!  
At eighteen years, I faced life's fate  
And walked out through the Seniors gate. 

Val Chiswell 

us having a garden 

party at a member’s 

house. 
Notices were given 

about the Mildmay 

Group meeting in 

September, and three 

poems were read out 

by their writers to be 

judged and the winning 

one (reproduced to the 

right) taken to the 

group meeting. That 

had us all thinking 

about our schooldays. 

A possible trip to 

Peterborough in 

November was also 

suggested as well as 

various events put on 

by the Essex WI. 
The Craft and chat and 

Keep Fit meetings do 

not meet in August so 

we will be resuming in 

September. At the 

monthly meeting on 

11
th
 September our 

speaker will be Mr 

Pennack from Great 

Baddow and we 

anticipate his talk will 

be very interesting. 
Do come and join us at 

our meetings you will 

be very welcome. 
Dorothy Gray  
01245 223609 
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Plot to Pot 

‘Always keep that happy attitude. 

Pretend that you are holding a 

beautiful fragrant bouquet.’ 
Earl Nightingale  
Having completed a year writing 

about vegetable growing, Plot to 

Pot will focus for the coming year 

on growing cut flowers, more 

flower pot than cooking pot! The 

British cut flower industry is on a 

revival and many of the traditional 

cottage garden flowers are easy to 

grow. 
Cornflowers – Centaurea cyanus 
Flower Meaning – Delicacy 
Cornflowers are fragrant and 

delicate. They have a thistle like 

appearance. Wild cornflowers 

were once a common sight but are 

now listed as an endangered 

species. They are available in 

blue, maroon, pink or white. They 

can be used in tied vintage style 

posies and vases. They attract 

bees and butterflies into the 

garden. 
Cornflowers are hardy annuals. 

They live for one year, flowering 

and setting seed within 12 months. 

They can survive the winter cold 

and wet and its foliage will survive 

spring frosts by semi-dormancy. 

They are easy to grow in any soil, 

thriving best in full sun. Sowing 

seed in September also has the 

advantage of warm soil. 
Seeds can be sown outside 

directly into the ground. Prepare 

the ground where they are to 

flower by forking over and 

removing weeds and large stones. 

Rake the soil to achieve a fine tilth. 

Prepare seed drills at a depth of 

13mm (½") and water the drill 

using a watering can. This ensures 

the seed makes contact with the 

soil. Sow the seeds as thinly as 

you can. This is best done by 

taking a small pinch of seeds at a 

time. Cover lightly with soil. The 

seeds should germinate within 10-
14 days. Gradually thin the 

seedlings until they are spaced 10-
15cm (4-6") apart. Sowing in drills 

will help with identifying weeds 

which will need to be removed to 

prevent competition for light and 

moisture. Cornflowers can also be 

grown in deep modules and pots 

in the greenhouse or cold frame in 

October and planted in their 

flowering position next spring. 
As the cornflower plants resume 

growth next spring, it will be 

necessary to stake the taller 

varieties. This will maximise their 

stem length and productivity. Wind 

or heavy rain can blow the plants 

over and the stems will bend, 

making them less suitable for 

cutting. They will be ready for 

cutting from June. 
Cornflowers are the national flower 

of Estonia and also an ingredient 

of Lady Grey Tea! Plot to Teapot?!! 
Lesley Worboys 

Sandon Parish Magazine September 2014 Page 35 

 

HILDEGARD of BINGEN 

Hildegard was born in Germany 

in 1098 and at a very early age 

she dedicated her life to God by 

becoming a nun. She lived to be 

80, a great age for that time and 

is best known today for her 

songs and poems. It seems quite 

amazing that an elderly nun who 

lived nearly a thousand years 

ago could write words that are 

on a CD that you can buy today 

– not quite Top of the Pops but in 

all the bigger 

record shops! 
Hildegard 

wrote that she 

wanted to be 

‘a feather on 

the breath of God’, to move as 

He wanted rather than as she 

wanted. When we say the Lord’s 

Prayer we say ‘Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done’ we 

follow Hildegard in asking to be 

shown what to do, which way to 

go. Not like a feather blown 

about by the wind, but one blown 

on the breath of God. 

BIRD WORDS 

Can you find all these words 

about birds and feathers? The 

words go up, down, backwards, 

forwards and diagonally and 

some letters are used more than 

once. 

B L A C K B I R D C 
P K R A L Y K S A O 
E T E R N A L N O C 
A K R E H T A E F K 
C R P A R R O T R A 
O N A L Y W R E N T 
C W B V U E V O D O 
K L L R E M D A B O 
N O R E H N E J A Y 
R O B I N L L I U Q 

* blackbird * canary * cockatoo * 
* dove * feather * heron * jay * 
* owl * parrot * peacock * 
* plume * quill * raven * robin *  
* skylark * tern * wren * 

 

My cat took first prize in the 

local bird show. 
How could your 

cat get a prize in 

a bird show? 
He ate the prize 

canary. 

What bird is always out of 

breath? 
A puffin. 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2
nd

 Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2
nd

 & 4
th
 Weds)

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 
Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 


